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REPRESENTATION OF TULU ALPHABET IN IAST 

Representation of Tulu alphabet in IAST: 

The International Alphabet of Sanskrit Transliteration (IAST) is a transliteration 

scheme that allows the lossless romanization of Indic scripts as employed 

by Sanskrit and related Indic languages. It is based on a scheme that emerged 

during the nineteenth century from suggestions by Charles Trevelyan, William 

Jones, Monier Monier-Williams and other scholars, and formalized by the 

Transliteration Committee of the Geneva Oriental Congress, in September 

1894. IAST makes it possible for the reader to read the Indic text unambiguously, 

exactly as if it were in the original Indic script. It is this faithfulness to the original 

scripts that accounts for its continuing popularity amongst scholars. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahmic_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Charles_Trevelyan,_1st_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Jones_(philologist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Jones_(philologist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monier_Monier-Williams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Congress_of_Orientalists
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CONSONANTS 
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Gunitaakshara: 

k  

ka 
ka  

kā 
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ki 
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kuA  
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Double consonants or conjuncts: 

kAk 

kka 

KAK 

khkha 

gAg 

gga 

GAG 

ghgha 

ZAZ 

ṅṅa 

cAc 

cca 

CAC 

chcha 

jAj 

jja 

JAJ 

jhjha 

zAz 

ñña 

qAq 

ṭṭa 

QAQ 

ṭhṭha 

wAw 

ḍḍa 

WAW 

ḍhḍha 
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dda 
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nAn 
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pAp 

ppa 

PAP 

phpha 

bAb 

bba 

BAB 

bhbha 

mAm 

mma 

yAy 

yya 

rAr 

rra 

lAl 

lla 

vAv 

vva 

SAS 

śśa 

xAx 

ṣṣa 

sAs 

ssa 

hAh 

hha 

LAL 

ḷḷa 
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FEW RULES TO FOLLOW: 

Anuswāra always indicates a nasal(anunāsika) sound. At the end 

of a word, it is always pronounced as an m/ṃ.  

In other case it is pronounced as the nasal letter in the same 

row(varga) of the Tulu alphabet as the consonant that 

immediately follows it. 

E.g: 

▪ Anusvāra before ka, kha, ga, gha and ṅa is written as ṅ 

tMk taṅka 

mMeg maṅge 

sMG saṅgha 

  
▪ Anusvāra before ca, , ja, jha and ña is written as ñ 

AAMc añca 

mMejalu mañjolu 

  
▪ Anusvāra before ṭa, ṭha, ḍa, ḍha and ṇa is written as ṇ 

sUMqanA sūṇṭān 

puMwi puṇḍi 

  
▪ Anusvāra before ta, tha, da, dha and na is written as n 

sMot santè 

nMdl nandala 

gMD gandha 

  
▪ Anusvāra before pa, pha, ba, bha and ma is written as m 

tMpuA tampụ 

juMbuli jumbuli 
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EXAMPLES: 

Tulu IAST Meaning 

kMw kaṇḍa Agricultural field 

puMc puñca Anthill 

AAMgaer aṅgāre Name of a person 

AuAoxxzhaxx ụḻè The earth 

sIor sīrè saree 

OAom émè tortoise 

oAkAkot èkkatè hiccup 

 


